
 

Curriculum Intent 
 

 
 
Our curriculum intent is built around the 3 core areas above:  
 

• Ensuring excellent outcomes for all, regardless of starting points.  

• Providing development for core skills across the curriculum and within targeted intervention.  

• Providing effective care, guidance and support for all pupils  

• Developing rounded individuals through character education. 
 
Our overall aim is to ensure that every learner is a positive – through their academic success and progress, 
their attitude to learning and their wider contribution to the college. This is set out in the curriculum vision 
document which has been developed through consultation with staff. 

 
The Pendle Vale curriculum seeks to facilitate learners to:  
 

• fulfil their academic potential  
• develop lively, imaginative and enquiring minds  
• have sound numeracy and literacy skills  
• develop personal and moral values, respect for shared values and for other cultures, religions and ways of 

life  
• develop an understanding of the world in which they live  
• appreciate human achievements and aspirations  
• take their place in society as informed, confident and responsible citizens  

• acquire knowledge and skills relevant to adult life and a world of rapid and continuous technological change  

• make informed and appropriate choices post 16 

 
The Pendle Vale curriculum will: 
 

• be matched to the needs of Pendle Vale learners whilst delivering current and future statutory education 
requirements  

• Quality first teaching

• Robust assessment and accountability

• Well designed learning schemes

• Choice and breadth across full range of subjects

• AIG, PHSE, British Values and SRE woven into the offer.

• Aspiration and ambition at the heart of learning

Academic success 
and love of 

learning

• AR – significant reading focus for all students

• Oracy focus across the curriculum

• Integrated pastoral support linked to data and a real knowledge of students 
and families

• Delivery of PiXL edge programme – LORIC skill set

• Literacy focus in all subjects

• Focused and timely intervention – impact from year 7 onwards

Core skills, 
literacy and 

support

• Edge programme; SCAR KS4; My Personal Best in PE; Prince’s trust

• Social action and charity linked with merits

• High expectations and behaviour - culture

• Outdoor learning, Pendle Vale 50 and D of E

• Pastoral days led by year teams DELIBERATE and PLANNED development of 
character

• Clearly thought out 5 year journey – how do we add value? 

Character, charity 
and community



• ensure equality of access for all learners to academic experiences  

• be a broad and balanced curriculum which promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and 
physical development of learners  

• promote knowledge and understanding; mastery of intellectual, physical and interpersonal skills and 
personal qualities, values and attitudes  

• prepare learners for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of adult life. 
• ensure all learners have an entitlement to work related learning at KS4  
• be subject to planned evaluation and review on an annual basis 
• provide opportunity for wider activities and enrichment 

 
At Key Stage 3 
 
All learners meet the requirements of the National Curriculum, studying Mathematics, English, Science, French, 
History, Geography, Technology (Food, Textiles, Graphic Products and Resistant Materials), Computing, Art, Music, 
Drama, Physical Education, Religious Education, and Citizenship. Support is given to those with particular special 
educational needs.  
 
Learners are taught in groups which are set by ability for Maths, English, Sciences, MFL and Computing.  In other 
subjects, grouping is largely mixed ability. Movement between sets is possible and kept under continual review 
through the college data updates, assessments of progress and teacher’s professional judgement. The curriculum is 
personalised and learners receive support in core facilitating areas such as basic skills, literacy and numeracy through 
small group work with HLTAs and timetabled SEND support.  
 
Key stage 3 runs for 3 years with options being taken in the Spring term of year 9. However, some core subjects 
begin GCSE style work in preparation for KS4 during the spring and summer terms of year 9. 
 

At Key Stage 4 
 
All learners continue to follow the requirements of the National Curriculum - English (includes English Literature for 
all learners), Mathematics, Science, PE and Computing. The remaining 8 hours of Curriculum time will lead to 
following GCSEs in either History or Geography and 2 other subjects of free choice. Learners also receive their 
statutory entitlement to RS, Relationships and Sex education (RSE) and Citizenship education through cross curricular 
work, timetable collapse days, an assembly programme and a personal development programme called Aspire. 
Option subjects can be taken from each of the 4 entitlement areas of arts, DT, humanities and MFL. Options include 
a mixture of GCSE and vocational awards and learners have the opportunity to pick from a diverse range of subjects 
including Business studies, Travel and Tourism, Hospitality and Catering, Childcare, Sports Studies and Computer 
Sciences alongside the traditional academic GCSEs.  

 
Aspire curriculum and Character education 
 
All learners at KS4 follow the Aspire curriculum. This includes sporting activities, community activities, volunteering, 
leadership, charitable work and other personal development activities. This makes up 2 hours of the weekly 
curriculum offer from year 10 onwards.  
 
We have a fully developed character education model which is under continual review. This comprises 3 timetable 
collapse days each year where students are involved in a range of community, personal development and outdoor 
activities. There are also residentials in year 7 and 8 and a DofE programme available to all in years 9 and 10. All 
students in year 7 follow an adapted version of the PiXL club’s Edge programme and work towards the apprentice 
award. There is an award structure starting in year 7 that recognises character traits through the LORIC framework 
(Leadership, Organisation, Resilience, Initiative and Communication). There is a framework of experiences which 
students work towards, “The Pendle Vale 50”, throughout their time in college and these are also recognised 
through the awards structure. The PV 50 provides the framework for all educational visits where any experience 
offered is designed to promote the development of a broader world view.  
 

 



The promotion of “British” values 
 
In November 2014, the UK Government published advice for the promotion of British values in colleges. This policy 
statement is based upon this advice. The government set out a definition of British values the 2011 Prevent strategy, 
comprising the following:  
 
• Democracy 
• The rule of law 
• Individual liberty 
• Mutual respect and tolerance of those of different faiths and beliefs 

 
As a multi-cultural college, Pendle Vale actively seeks to actively promote these values within an atmosphere of 
respect, tolerance and the celebration of difference. We communicate this through the curriculum, through 
assemblies and through displays around the college. For the avoidance of doubt, the values we promote at Pendle 
Vale are termed “Human Values”. The mechanism for the achievement of this is summarised below.  
 
Democracy 
The Citizenship curriculum at KS3 discusses the importance of a parliamentary system, the mechanism for a 
parliamentary democracy, the freedoms afforded to citizens of a democracy and develops an understanding of the 
consequences of an undemocratic society. This is taught in accordance with the KS3 National Curriculum.  
In addition, learners have the opportunity to be elected to an active student council and participate in a full 
assembly programme which includes reference to democracy and freedoms. There are also regular trips to London 
as part of the SCAR Day timetable collapse programme and members of the student council have had opportunities 
to meet with the local MP.  
 
The rule of law 
An understanding of the ways in which laws are created and enforced are explored through the Citizenship 
curriculum in KS3. Learners also have a clear understanding of the internal rules and regulations through an 
understanding of the college rewards and sanctions policy, known as “Behaviour for Learning” which is built around 
a “Respect” agenda. Students also contribute to charitable giving through the rewards policy.  
 
Individual liberty 
Learners understand the importance of individual liberty through, for example, learning about how people have 
campaigned for freedom and liberty to be more widespread. Examples of this include the suffragettes movement 
and the first world war in History, assemblies about Malala Yousafzai’s campaign to get girls to be entitled to go to 
college and work on the fall of the Berlin wall. Learners study texts exploring the ideas of freedom, such as “To Kill a 
Mockingbird” and “The Boy In The Striped Pyjamas” in English. Learners are encouraged to behave in a respectful 
manner and are expected to show tolerance and understanding where others have different beliefs. These 
differences are celebrated.   
 
Mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs 
A full religious studies curriculum, with an hour for all learners form years 7 – 11, explores different world religions 
and leads onto an in-depth study of religion and morality at KS4 (starting in Year 9). Many faiths are represented in 
the college and learners have an excellent record of pulling together to support charities from many faith and non-
faith groups. Examples of this have been fund raising for global disasters such as the Pakistan earthquake, with 
charities such as the British Red Cross and Muslim Global Relief, as well as generous donations being made to 
charities such as the National Aids Trust (World Aids Day) and the Royal British Legion (Poppy Appeal). Issues are 
explored and discussed through form time and the assemblies programme and learners are encouraged to think 
about the perspectives of people with different beliefs to their own.  

 
Disapplication from the national curriculum 
 
There may be exceptional circumstances for an individual child when the National Curriculum may need to be 
modified or disapplied for a limited time. 
The Headteacher has the right to determine when such circumstances exist but the parents of a child have the right 
to request the Headteacher to make a temporary modification or disapplication. Parents who are considering such a 



request should contact the Headteacher who will explain their full legal rights in such situation including their right 
of appeal if they are dissatisfied with the response to their request.



The curriculum at Pendle Vale College 
 

Pendle Vale college offers learners a full curriculum entitlement at Key Stages 3 and 4 as follows: 
 

• At KS3, programmes of study have been developed in line with the national curriculum 
and al subject areas use robust in-house schemes of learning supplemented with a range 
of resources.  

• At KS4, learners follow a core learning pathway and have the choice from a range of 
option courses which are both GCSE and BTEC.  

Year 
7 

Core learning (with hours allocated per 
week) 
Maths (3), English (3), Science (3) 
Geography (2), History (2), PE (2) 
French (2) 

 
Design technology (2), Computing/ICT (1), Art 
(1), Music (1)  
PiXL edge (1), Religious Studies (1), Personal 
development (including PHSE/RSE) (1) 

Year 
8 

Maths (3), English (3), Science (3) 
Geography (2), History (2), PE (2) 
French (2) 
Careers education is delivered through 
the Citizenship programme and through 
work with external partners and 
advisers.  

Design technology (2), Computing/ICT (1), Art 
(1), Music (1)  
Drama (1), Religious Studies (1), Personal 
development (including PHSE/RSE) (1) 
 

Year 
9 

Maths (3), English (3), Science (3) 
Geography (2), History (2), PE (2) 
French (2)  
 

Design technology (2), Computing/ICT (1), Art 
(1), Music (1)  
Drama (1), Religious Studies (1) Personal 
development (1) 
 

Year 
10 

Core 
Maths (4), English (4), Science (4), ICT 
(2), PE/Aspire (2), RS (1) 
 
The KS4 citizenship entitlement, PHSE 
and RSE is mapped through the 
curriculum and delivered as part of the 
whole college assembly programme.  

Options 
All learners follow 3 options of 3 hours each.  
Learners also choose from a range of Aspire 
modules in this time.  
All learners have the statutory right to follow 
subjects in all of the 4 “groups” of MFL, Arts, 
Design technology and Humanities (as 
detailed in the 2014 DfE guidance).  
 
Option subjects are made up from a 
combination of GCSE and BTEC and the 
curriculum ensures that all learners have full 
buckets for progress 8.  

Year 
11 

Core 
Maths (4), English (4), Science (4), ICT 
(2), PE (2), RS (1) 
 

 
Careers education, including independent IAG, is provided using external and internal partners and a series 
of cross-curricular days throughout years 9 – 11.  
 
 

  



Options selection form 2020 
EBAC Language Separate Science pathway 

You have been pre-selected to study French.  

You have 3 further choices.  
You need to pick subjects from each list below 
You will study French + 1 subject from each list.  

List 1 
Tick 1 box 

List 2 
put 3 subjects in order 
of preference (1 – 3) 
 

 List 3 
Tick 1 box 

 

Geography GCSE x  Art and design (GCSE)   Separate Sciences   
History GCSE   Child Care (BTEC)   Media studies 

GCSE 
  

   Computer Science 
(GCSE) 

  Music GCSE   

   Design of built 
environment (OCR 
national) 

  None of the 
above 

  

   Design Technology 
(GCSE) 

     

   Enterprise (BTEC) OR 
Business Studies 
(GCSE) 

     

   Engineering design 
(WJEC Vocational) 

     

   Hospitality and 
Catering (WJEC Voc) 

     

   ICT DiT(BTEC)      
   Performing arts 

(BTEC) 
     

   Sport Studies (OCR 
national)  or PE 
(GCSE) 

     

   Religious Studies 
(GCSE) 

     

   Travel and Tourism 
(BTEC) 

     

 
 
  



Options selection form 2020 
Separate Science pathway 

 
You can follow Separate Science if you wish.  
 

You have 3 further choices.  
You need to pick subjects from each list below 
You will study 1 subject from list 1, 2 from list 2 and 1 from list 3.  

 

List 1 
Tick 1 box 

List 2 
put 4 subjects in order 
of preference (1 – 4) 
 

 List 3 
Tick 1 box 

 

Geography GCSE   Art and design (GCSE)   Separate Sciences x  
French GCSE x  Child Care (BTEC) 1  Media studies 

GCSE 
  

History GCSE   Computer Science 
(GCSE) 

  Music GCSE   

   Design of built 
environment (OCR 
national) 

2  None of the 
above 

  

   Design Technology 
(GCSE) 

     

   Enterprise (BTEC) OR 
Business Studies 
(GCSE) 

3     

   Engineering design 
(WJEC Vocational) 

     

   Hospitality and 
Catering (WJEC Voc) 

     

   ICT DiT(BTEC) 4     
   Performing arts 

(BTEC) 
     

   Religious Studies 
(GCSE) 

     

   Sport Studies (OCR 
national)  or PE 
(GCSE) 

     

   Travel and Tourism 
(BTEC) 

     

 
  



Options selection form 2020 
Open pathway  

 

You have 3 choices.  
You need to pick subjects from each list below 
You will study 1 subject from list 1 and 2 from list 2.  

 

List 1 
Tick 1 box 

List 2 
put 5 subjects in order 
of preference (1 – 5) 
 

 

Geography GCSE   Art and design (GCSE)    
French GCSE   Child Care (BTEC)    
History GCSE   Computer Science 

(GCSE) 
   

   Design of built 
environment (OCR 
national) 

   

   Design Technology 
(GCSE) 

   

   Enterprise (BTEC) OR 
Business Studies (GCSE) 

   

   Engineering design 
(WJEC Vocational) 

   

   Hospitality and 
Catering (WJEC Voc) 

   

   ICT DiT(BTEC)    
   Performing arts (BTEC)    
   Religious Studies 

(GCSE) 
   

   Sport Studies (OCR 
national)  or PE (GCSE) 

   

   Travel and Tourism 
(BTEC) 
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